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The existence and validity of human rights are not written in the stars. The
ideals concerning the conduct of men toward each other and the desirable
structure of the community have been conceived and taught by enlightened
individuals in the course of history. Those ideals and convictions which re-
sulted from historical experience, from the craving for beauty and harmony,
have been readily accepted in theory by man – and at all times, have been
trampled upon by the same people under the pressure of their animal instincts.
A large part of history is therefore replete with the struggle for those human
rights, an eternal struggle in which a final victory can never be won. But to
tire in that struggle would mean the ruin of society.

– Albert Einstein



Unjustly imprisoned scholars

• Abdul Jalil Al-Singace (Bahrain), Mechanical egineer, jailed since 2011
for pro-democracy and human rights activism. Life imprisonment.[1]

• Ilham Tohti (China), Economist, jailed since 2014, sentenced to life im-
prisonment for “splitting the state”.[2]

• Nasser bin Ghaith (United Arab Emirates), Economist, jailed since 2015
for criticizing Egypt’s human rights record. Sentenced to 10 years in 2017,
and life in 2024.[3]

1/12

https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/abduljalil-al-singace-bahrain/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/ilham-tohti-china/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/nasser-bin-ghaith-united-arab-emirates/


Unjustly imprisoned scholars

• Ahmadrezza Djalali (Iran), Medical researcher, jailed since 2016, on death
row, for refusing to cooperate with Iranian intelligence.[4] Returned to Evin
prison in late summer 2025[5].

• Rahile Dawut (China), Ethnographer, jailed since 2017, secretly sentenced
to life in prison. Only acknowledged publicly in 2023.[6]

• Azat Miftakhov (Russia), Mathematician, jailed since 2019, sentenced to
6 years, released and re-arrested in 2023, sentenced to 4 more years.[7]

2/12

https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/ahmadreza-djalali-iran/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/belgium/1764273/vub-professor-held-in-iran-is-still-alive-says-family
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/rahile-dawut-china/
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-mathematician-miftakhov-terrorism-political-prisoner/32881626.html


Unjustly imprisoned scholars

• Narges Mohammadi (Iran), Engineer, jailed since 2021.[8] Temporarily
released in December 2024, re-arrested on December 12, 2025[9]

• Igbal Abilov (Azerbaijan), Ethnographer, jailed since 2024, sentenced to
18 years,[10] for collaborating with an Armenian professor.

• Bahruz Samadov (Azerbaijan), Political scientist, jailed since 2024, sen-
tenced to 15 years[11] for his scholarship critical of the government.
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https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2023/mohammadi/facts/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cly559exm87o
https://jam-news.net/letter-from-jailed-talysh-researcher-igbal-abilov-talysh-language-has-been-cornered/
https://oc-media.org/azerbaijani-researcher-bahruz-samadov-sentenced-to-15-years-on-charges-of-treason/


Unjustly imprisoned scholars

• Russia: Researchers on hypersonic flight[12]

▶ In Prison: Anatoly Maslov (2022-)[13], Alexandr Shiplyuk (2022-)[13],
Alexandr Kuranov (2021-)[14], Anatoly Gubanov (2020-)[15], Valery
Golubkin (2021-)[16]

▶ Awaiting trial: Vladislav Galkin (2023-)[12],

▶ Died in custody: Viktor Kudryavtsev (2018-2021)[17], Dmitry Kolker
(2022)[12], Roman Kovalyov (2018-2022)[18]

▶ Released: Vladimir Lapygin (2016-2020)[19]

▶ House arrest: Valery Zvegintsev (2022-)[13]
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https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8001gvp4dpo
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-05-19/who-are-the-three-russian-scientists-accused-of-state-treason-/102369144
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-05-19/who-are-the-three-russian-scientists-accused-of-state-treason-/102369144
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/04/18/top-russian-hypersonic-scientist-sentenced-to-7-years-for-treason-a84881
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/10/27/russian-physicist-sentenced-to-12-years-for-treason-a82919
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-court-upholds-physicists-12-year-treason-sentence-2024-06-19/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8001gvp4dpo
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2021/04/30/leading-russian-physicist-charged-with-treason-dies-of-cancer-a73788
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8001gvp4dpo
https://www.rferl.org/a/russian-scientist-treason-cancer/31825287.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/russian-court-grants-early-release-to-scientist-convicted-of-treason/30665148.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-05-19/who-are-the-three-russian-scientists-accused-of-state-treason-/102369144


Unjustly imprisoned scholars

• USA: international students and postdocs imprisoned in spring 2025:

▶ Released pending charges: Kseniia Petrova (02/16-06/12)[20][21],

▶ Deportation order: Mahmoud Khalil (03/08-06/20)[22][23][24],

▶ Self-Deported: Alireza Doroudi (03/25-06/1)[25][26],

▶ Released: Badar Khan Suri (03/17-05/14)[27], Rümeysa Öztürk (03/25-
05/09)[28], Doğukan Günaydın (03/27-05/22)[29][30], Mohsen Mahdawi
(04/14-04/30)[31] .
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https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/15/science/petrova-scientist-harvard-russia-charges.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/12/science/russian-scientist-harvard-release.html
https://apnews.com/article/columbia-university-mahmoud-khalil-ice-15014bcbb921f21a9f704d5acdcae7a8
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/mahmoud-khalil-ordered-released-judge/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/immigration-judge-orders-mahmoud-khalil-deported-algeria-syria-rcna232049
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/15/us/doroudi-student-visa-detention.html
https://thecrimsonwhite.com/121451/news/alireza-doroudi-voluntarily-deports-to-iran/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/14/us/judge-rules-to-release-badar-khan-suri
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/us/tufts-rumeysa-ozturk-release.html
https://sahanjournal.com/immigration/university-minnesota-international-student-dogukan-gunaydin-automatic-stay/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2025/05/22/u-of-m-student-dogukan-gunaydin-released-from-ice-custody
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/30/nyregion/columbia-student-mohsen-mahdawi-freed.html


Governments controlling academic activity

• USA: Restrictions on federal research on topics such as diversity, gender,
inequality, climate change[32]; withholding federal grant money on such
topics[33][34] Exerting control on universities by withholding funding[35][36].
1,879 student visas revoked (later reinstated)[37]. Travel restrictions for
Texan academics to China, Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Russia, Venezuela[38].

• China: Comprehensive push to enforce an ideological bias in universities.[39]:
“Patriotic Education Law”[40], enforcing the policies of the CCCP at the
Chinese Academy of Science.[41][34]

• Canada: Restricting scientific collaboration in certain fields with China,
Iran, and Russia[41], and imposing restrictions on admissions of foreign
students[42]
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/03/07/us/trump-federal-agencies-websites-words-dei.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/22/science/trump-national-science-foundation-grants.html
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2025
https://apnews.com/article/harvard-trump-federal-cuts-universities-protests-8fa92331b2780394ea171b0b32d5d243
https://www-chronicle-com.proxy.libraries.rutgers.edu/article/tracking-trumps-higher-ed-agenda
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/global/international-students-us/2025/04/07/where-students-have-had-their-visas-revoked?emci=036ab827-c626-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&emdi=b9aec97f-6e27-f011-8b3d-6045bded8cca&ceid=12350886
https://www.thefire.org/news/gov-greg-abbotts-order-hardening-state-government-against-china-dangerously-hard-parse
https://thediplomat.com/2024/06/xi-jinpings-ideologization-of-the-chinese-academy/
https://www.chinalawtranslate.com/en/patriotic-education-law
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2024
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2025
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2024
https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/idees/823286/idees-breche-autonomie-universitaire


Scholars caught up in political upheaval

• Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

• Sudanese civil war.

• Taliban takeover of Afghanistan.

• Russian invasion of Ukraine.

• February 2021 coup in Myanmar, followed by repression and arrests.

• Mass incarceration of Uyghurs in Xinjiang, China starting in 2017.

• Failed 2015 coup in Türkiye (firings, arrests and travel bans en masse).

• Yemen civil war.
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Scholar Rescue Fund

• Awards fellowships to at-risk Scholars. They are 1 to 2 years long. SRF
provides up to $25 000 a year, and requires a matching donation from the
host institution.

• So far, 1,968 awards have been granted to 1,174 scholars.

• List of endangered scholars supported by SRF (currently 3 entries from
Cameroon, Iran, Sudan):
https://www.scholarrescuefund.org/hosts-partners/fellows-seeking-placement/

• To participate, an institution can join the IIE-SRF alliance by visiting
https://www.scholarrescuefund.org/
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https://scholarrescuefund.org/
https://www.scholarrescuefund.org/hosts-partners/fellows-seeking-placement/
https://scholarrescuefund.org/scholars/frequent-questions
https://scholarrescuefund.org/scholars/frequent-questions
https://scholarrescuefund.org/about-us/numbers
https://scholarrescuefund.org/about-us/numbers
https://www.scholarrescuefund.org/hosts-partners/fellows-seeking-placement/
https://www.scholarrescuefund.org/


Scholars at Risk

• List of endangered scholars seeking a short term position (currently 39
entries from Afghanistan, Belarus, Ethiopia, Haiti, Iran, Myanmar, Pak-
istan, Palestine, Sudan, Syria, Türkiye, Ukraine, Yemen):

https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/host-a-scholar/

• Free to Think: yearly report by the Academic FreedomMonitoring Project:
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2025/

• Institutions can join the SAR network by visiting
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/
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https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/actions/host-a-scholar/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2025/
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/


Local initiatives

• UK: Council for At-Risk Academics (CARA).

• Germany: Philip Schwartz Initiative of the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation.

• France: Programme national d’Accueil en Urgence des Scientifiques en
Exil (PAUSE). (Website is outdated.)
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https://www.cara.ngo/
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/philipp-schwartz-initiative
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/pause-program-urgent-aid-scientists-exile
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/pause-program-urgent-aid-scientists-exile


Committee of concerned scientists

• Advocacy group for the protection of the human rights of scholars.

• Looking for new members (Council of Young Scholars)!

https://concernedscientists.org
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https://concernedscientists.org/
https://concernedscientists.org/
https://concernedscientists.org


• Scholar Rescue Fund: https://scholarrescuefund.org

• Council for At-Risk Academics: https://cara.ngo

• Schwartz: https://www.humboldt-foundation.de

• PAUSE:
https://www.campusfrance.org/en/pause-program-urgent-aid-scientists-exile

• Scholars at Risk: https://www.scholarsatrisk.org

• Committee of Concerned Scientists: https://concernedscientists.org
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https://scholarrescuefund.org
https://cara.ngo
https://www.humboldt-foundation.de/en/apply/sponsorship-programmes/philipp-schwartz-initiative
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